- SAMPLE NEWSLETTER ARTICLE -
A REASON TO WORRY


The public education program, “California’s Water:  A Crisis We Can’t Ignore,” focuses the public’s attention on the problems facing the state’s water system.  Sponsored by public water agencies throughout the state, the program helps Californians understand the complex issues behind our state’s deepening water crisis.


The problems California faces are serious and growing.  From court-ordered and state-issued supply reductions to increased demands due to more people to an aging and fragile infrastructure, all regions of California will soon feel the effects of our water troubles.  
  


In late summer, a federal court ordered the state’s largest water systems to cut deliveries by one-third to protect an endangered fish species, the Delta smelt.  This significant reduction in water supply, potentially the single largest court-ordered reduction in California’s history, will be experienced in the Bay Area, Central and Southern California.


Additionally, the California Department of Water Resources recently issued a bleak forecast for 2008 water delivery allocations that calls for State Water Project contractors to receive just 25% of their requested supplies. The allocation, which is significantly less than the 60% supply initially projected for calendar year 2007, is due to dry conditions and operational constraints at the State Water Project pumping facilities in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. 


In fact, water agencies from San Francisco to Los Angeles to San Diego already have asked their customers to cut back on their water use.  In Long Beach, water officials have already imposed mandatory water restrictions.   


But urban communities are not the only ones who will feel impact of the court-ordered cutbacks.  Some farmers in the San Joaquin Valley, Inland Empire and San Diego regions have abandoned crop planting this coming winter and spring because of water supply restrictions.


State leaders are acutely concerned about the future of the California’s water supply.  On the heels of the Delta Smelt court decision, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger called the state’s water system “broken, unreliable and in crisis” and the cutback order “a devastating blow to our water supply system and economy.”


This past summer, Schwarzenegger and U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein hosted a bi-partisan water summit to call attention to the broken Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta system.  Feinstein agreed with the governor’s concern about the state’s water supply and delivery system, saying that if the Delta were to collapse due to a major earthquake, “there would be no water for drinking, there would be no water for agriculture, there would be no water for fish, marsh, ecosystems.”


Some people hope the state can avoid feeling the pressures of these mounting problems simply by using less water.  More conservation is definitely needed and it is an extremely valuable water management tool.  However, the collective impacts of court-ordered supply reductions, drought, climate change, increased population demands and/or potential natural disasters mean that conservation alone will not solve this crisis. 


 Water managers are also worried about a prolonged, statewide drought.  This year was one of the driest years on record. Another record-dry year, combined with the cutbacks, will spell disaster for a system that already struggles to meet the needs of people and the environment. Couple this fact with the recent fires that have swept throughout California; fighting them to protect life and property is tapping into valuable water reserves that were already low. 


Never before has the state’s water system faced the troubles it faces today.  It is critical that all Californians take the state’s water problems seriously.  We simply cannot afford to ignore this crisis—California’s present and future economy, environment and quality of life depend on a reliable water system.   


For more information, please visit www.calwatercrisis.org.
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